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German Embassy,
Washington, D.C.
WASHINGTON,
May 25th, 1914.
To Captain von Papen,
Military Attache
(at present in Mexico).
DEAR PAPEN,
Best thanks for your friendly and instructive letter of
May nth.
Your arguments made a great impression, not only on
Count BernstorfF, but also on the Austrian Ambassador.
For my part, I was specially pleased by what you wrote
about Huerta : the only strong man in Mexico. In my
opinion Admiral von Hintze was not quite right in his
estimate of him. For Huerta can scarcely be such a
drunken ruffian as Hintze so often implies, if only be-
cause a chronic drunkard could hardly have kept so
uncertain a position under such uncommonly difficult
circumstances. I met a number of people in Mexico
City who were in close touch with Huerta, and without
exception they all spoke very highly of the President's
patriotism, capacity and energy.
I likewise do not share the views of your worthy
admiral about the timeliness or the possibility of inter-
national intervention in Mexico. . . .
Yours,
BOY-ED.
At that time Count BernstorfF was the German Ambas-
sador in Washington, and Dr. Dumba the Ambassador for
Austria-Hungary.
This letter from Boy-Ed appears to have been taken by
Papen as an invitation to develop his relations with Huerta.
In any ,case, he extended his stay in Mexico City sub-
stantially longer than was necessary for the investigation
of the outrages. For Papen was soon convinced that these
attacks had been carried out in a way which in the mean-
time has unfortunately become all too common in many
parts of Europe ; dynamite bombs were placed on the rails